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Wednesday, 30 July 2014 

Dear Cllr Peck 

Vauxhall Gyratory System 

As you may be  aware I run a residents' association in Clapham.   I am writing to you having heard 

belatedly of the various options currently being proposed for  the Vauxhall Gyratory System. 

As I now understand it TfL have produced four options for consideration.  These are thinly set out 

and difficult  to understand.  They are unintelligible to those who do not make a particular effort to 

study them or possibly have someone verbally taking them through the "options".  Tfl also seem to 

have been "consulting" before the consultation starts - thus creating the impression there are some 

whose views are more important than others.  Whilst this is not strictly an issue for the Council it 

does add to the impression that  Residents are being railroaded on the issue. 

I would be grateful if you could confirm / elucidate regarding  the following rumours/views 

expressed to me on occasions 

1. All the options involve demolition of the existing bus station 

2. That there is a commitment from which Lambeth will not  resile to introduce two way 

working to the system and so to remove the bus station 

3. That this commitment dates back to discussions regarding the Northern Line 

What seems clear from the public meetings I have attended  is that without more, the immediately 

local people are wholly un-accepting of any of the options.  All of  the options  appear (to local and 

more distant transport users alike) badly flawed.  Indeed they are so flawed that to many, the 

majority perhaps, the best option is to retain the current system.   People are not stupid and it has 

become clear that Tfl are not consulting on the major issue of whether in fact two way working is a 

good idea given the implications.   



 

The Vauxhall project as a whole has not been good for local democracy.  On the major issues such as 

whether Vauxhall should have fifty story blocks, the degree of density residents would like or other 

core issues  there was little or no consultation from the Council, the Mayor's office or Tfl.  Whilst the 

London plan is an issue for the Mayor's office - it appears (indeed the Mayor seems to indicate that 

local support was a sine qua non) Lambeth has supported the development wholeheartedly.  The 

traffic issue at Vauxhall thus is perhaps the last major issue residents feel they can seriously have a 

view on.  Furthermore there is a growing feeling  that if people wait until the formal consultation it 

will be too late (as it has been with so much of this development). 

There is a widespread perception  that the Council is ignoring / sidestepping the views of residents 

and the travelling public in the wider area of Lambeth.  People are suspicious of the motives as to 

why this is happening. Is it because the developers desire the more "calmed" atmosphere of two 

way traffic?  If so, is this being achieved at the expense of those who need Vauxhall to work as an 

efficient transport hub?  

Those of us who are lucky enough not to live in the shadow of these behmoths still have to travel.  

We do not want an impassable Vauxhall with roads  congested by the needs of a further 30,000 

residents, two way traffic blocked by distributed bus stops, and people wandering all over Vauxhall 

trying to find their bus interchanges.  In addition Cyclists want  safely to transit the junction 

(bizarrely the cycle route 5 discussions do not seem to link up with the Vauxhall discussions).   

The present system with all its failings does work - and Lambeth residents should be allowed the 

genuine option of keeping the status quo as opposed to choosing the "least worst" option.  If you 

feel that this is a wrong perception then I urge you to make the Council's position clear.  In so doing I 

would ask that the Council seek the genuine and informed options not just of local residents but of 

those further afield who are affected.  This should be done before options are closed off not after. 

 

Your sincerely 

 

 

James Birkin 

 

cc Local Councillors 

 

 

 

 


