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20 September 2014 

!
Dear Cllr Peck, 

Re. Vauxhall Bus Station 

I am writing on behalf of myself and the undersigned clergy, all of whom have parishioners that use 
Vauxhall bus station. My own parish includes Vauxhall Cross and the excellent public transport 
interchange there. 

While there is a great deal about the regeneration of the area that many view positively, the 
proposed removal of the bus station has been met with dismay locally. You are, I know, already very 
aware of the thoughts and feelings of many local residents about this matter. My colleagues and I 
have also had many conversations around our parishes with a diverse range of people. The concerns 
we are raising with you relate to the poorer members of our community, for whom buses are the 
only affordable form of mass transportation. 

Many of our parishioners are facing tough times. Wage stagnation, benefit cuts, the bedroom tax, 
and more, mean that life is a daily struggle for those who are most in need. At the same time as they 
are being told there is no money to ease their situation they are beginning to understand how much 
money is being poured into the area to create luxury homes for the most affluent members of our 
society. The distinction between the haves and the have-nots is about to be underscored very heavily 
for those who live in this part of Lambeth. 

How can it be right that Lambeth chooses to remove an essential local amenity depended upon by 
the poorest members of our community (as well as many others, of course), to satisfy the 
aspirations of a select demographic of affluent incomers? 

We realise the pressure on you to maximise the return from valuable inner London real estate. We 
are also aware that this proposal is very much in keeping with the current UK trend to dismantle 
city centre bus stations and redevelop the land. But pursuit of financial gain is already driving so 



much of the changing cityscape taking place around us. We feel in this instance that Lambeth 
Council are not balancing the needs of the poorest residents with the drive for regeneration. 

Faced with the harshness of daily life, often including antisocial working hours, and unable to 
afford any other mode of transport, the bus station is one local facility that eases daily life for the 
least well off. The proposed redistribution of bus stops around the gyratory system will increase the 
time it takes to change between buses, expose passengers to increased risk (especially at night) and 
remove shelter from the elements provided by the current bus station. Lambeth must address these 
issues in any proposal to redesign the gyratory. Failure to do so would be to disregard the needs of a 
community that depends on adequate services which are fit for purpose, and would further impair 
the ability of those with reduced mobility to access buses. 

We urge you to think again about modelling a solution for improving the gyratory system that 
retains the existing bus station.  

Yours sincerely, 

!
!
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The Revd Fraser Dyer, Priest-in-Charge, St Anne and All Saints South Lambeth 
The Revd Penelope Rose-Casemore, Vicar, Christ Church and St John the Evangelist Clapham 
Canon Stephen Coulson, Vicar, St Mark Kennington 
Canon Giles Goddard, Vicar, St John with St Andrew Waterloo 
The Revd Tim Jeffreys, Vicar, Christ Church Brixton Road 
The Revd Alison Kennedy, Team Vicar, St Peter Vauxhall 
The Revd David Longe, Associate Priest, St Anselm Kennington Cross 
The Revd Pearl Luxon, Lambeth Mission and St Mary, North Lambeth Methodist Circuit and Parish 
The Revd Louise Seear, Asst Curate, St Peter Vauxhall 
The Revd Andrew Sweeney, Asst Curate, Christ Church and St John the Evangelist Clapham 
Canon Geoffrey Vevers, Vicar, Battersea Fields !
cc  Kate Hoey MP 
 Alex Williams, Director of Borough Planning, Transport for London 
 The Rt Revd Christopher Chessun, Bishop of Southwark 
 The Ven Simon Gates, Archdeacon of Lambeth !
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